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dolichocera, commonly called the southern
mountain sun orchid, is a species of orchid in
the family Orchidaceae and endemic to the

south-west of Western Australia. It has a single
broad, fleshy leaf and up to three relatively

small, light to dark green flowers with an orange-
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coloured labellum. Description Thelymitra
dolichocera is a tuberous, perennial herb with a
single erect, fleshy, channelled, linear to lance-
shaped leaf long and wide. Up to three pale to
dark green flowers with darker markings and
wide are borne on a flowering stem tall. The

sepals and petals are long and wide. The
column is pale green, long and about wide. The
lobe on the top of the anther is usually longer
than the other two lobes. The side lobes curve

inwards and have a few long white hairs on their
ends. The flowers are self-pollinated and open in
the late afternoon or evening. Flowering occurs
from late September to November. Taxonomy
and naming Thelymitra dolichocera was first

described in 2006 by Jeff Jeanes and the
description was published in Muelleria. The

specific epithet (dolichocera) is derived from the
Ancient Greek words dolichos meaning "long"

and kera meaning "tooth", referring to the long
pointed tooth in the column of this orchid.

Distribution and habitat The southern mountain
sun orchid grows in winter-wet places and is
found in and between Manjimup, Cockburn
Sound and the Salmon Gums in the Avon
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